4                                  Queens of England.

Editha, the consort of Edward the Confessor, was not only an
amiable but a learned lady. The Saxon historian, Ingulphus,
himself a scholar at Westminster monastery, close by Editha's
palace, affirms that the queen used frequently to intercept "Him
and his schoolfellows in her walks, and ask them questions on
their progress in Latin; or, in the words of his translator, " moot
points of grammar with them, in which she oftentimes posed
them." Sometimes she gave them a piece of silver or two out of
her own purse, and sent them to the palace buttery to breakfast.
She was skilful in the works of the needle, and embroidered the
garments of her royal husband, Edward the Confessor, with her
own hands.

Editha, surnamed the Pair, the consort of the unfortunate
Harold, whom she married after the death of her first husband,
Griffith, prince of North Wales, was our last Saxon queen.

A more important position in the progressive tableau of history
is occupied by the royal ladies who form the series of our mediaeval
queens, commencing with Matilda of Flanders, the consort of
William the Conqueror, the mother of a mighty line of kings,
whose august representative, queen Victoria, at present wears the
crown of the Britannic empire.